
St. Lawrence Catholic Parish 
(St. Lawrence; St. Thomas; St. Paschal) 

2400 FM 2401, Garden City, TX 79739 
Ph.: (432) 397-2300; Fax: (432) 397-2319 

Email: stlawrence@sanangelodiocese.org; Website: www.stlawrencecatholicchurch.com 

Pastor: Fr. Joseph. P. Thumma 
Deacons: Dcn. Joel Gutierrez, Dcn. Floyd Schwartz 

Business Hours: 
Monday - Friday: 9 am - 12 pm 

Mass Schedule 

Weekend Schedule 
Saturday: 5:00 pm - English 
                6:30 pm - Spanish 

(Both Masses at St. Lawrence) 
Sunday: 8:00 am - English (Midkiff) 

 10:00 am and - English (St. Lawrence) 
12:30 pm - English (Sterling City) 

Weekday Schedule 
Mon, Wed, Fri: 8:00 am (St. Lawrence) 

Tues, Thurs: 7:00 am (St. Lawrence) 
Monday: 6:30 pm (Es) (St. Lawrence) 

Tues, Thurs: 8:00 am (St. Thomas) 
Mon: 6:30 pm (Es) (St. Lawrence) 

Holy Days to be announced. 

Eucharistic Adoration 
First Friday: 7:30 am - 3:00 pm 

(St. Lawrence) 
9:00 am - 10 am (St. Thomas) 

Sacramental Life 

Reconciliation 
Saturday - 4:00 to 4:55 pm (St. Lawrence) 

Sunday - 7:30 - 7:55 am (St. Thomas) 
15 minutes before weekday Mass 

or by appointment 

Baptism 
Contact the parish office. 

Marriage 
Contact the Pastor at least six months prior 

to the intended date of marriage.  

Sick and Homebound 
Contact Linda Jones or parish office to 
receive a visit from a Minister of Care. 



Welcome Guests and Visitors...We’re so glad that you’re here and invite you to join us in thanksgiving 
for God’s action in our lives. Our goal is to provide a spiritual home where all are welcome, where the heal-
ing, reconciling, liberating love of God flows through us to all people. In this way, we believe that the Church 
is the sacrament of God’s saving presence in the world. 

Reflecting on God’s Word 
“Live and let live.” “Mind your own business.” “Leave well enough alone.” “It’s not your problem.” “Don’t get in-
volved.” So goes the wisdom of the world, the law of the jungle. One of these sayings may come to mind when you see a 
car accident, a bum on the sidewalk, a competitor going bankrupt, a parent slapping a child, a teenage prostitute, a news 
story about illegal immigrants being deported. 

We who have received the love of Christ are to live by a different law. It is “very near to you . . . in your hearts; you have 
only to carry it out” (Deuteronomy 30:14). We are to live in Christ’s love and let our neighbor experience that same life-
giving love. And yet, like the “scholar of the law” in today’s Gospel, we always try to define who is—or more precisely, 
who isn’t—our neighbor. There’s no escaping the message of this Gospel passage. Everyone we fear or despise, every 
victim, every outsider, every undeserving soul whom God loves, we are to “go and do likewise.” 

—Virginia Stillwell 
Copyright © 2012, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 

Living Stewardship Now  
The good Samaritan doesn’t ask the victim, “Who did this to you?” or 

“Did you deserve it?” or “Can you pay me back?” 
Like Christ, the Samaritan reveals “the image of the invisible God” (Colossians 1:15) 

by treating the suffering person with compassionate mercy 
and healing his wounds, not counting the cost. 

Copyright © 2012, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 

Living God’s Commands 
The first reading forms part of Moses’ farewell discourse, a call to the people 
to return to God. It is not a legalistic summons; rather, it is an appeal to heart 
and soul. It outlines a command that is not impossible to follow, or too diffi-
cult to undertake, or too expensive. Look into your hearts, says Moses; there 
you will find what to do. 

Paul sees Jesus Christ as the image of God, the agent of creation and preser-
vation. We sense, in his words, things profound: “dominions or principalities 
or powers.” But in the midst of that, Paul keeps his attention on Jesus Christ, 
head of the church. It is in Christ that we find fullness and reconciliation—in 
the blood of the cross. 

Luke’s Gospel illustrates the double commandment of love with the story of 
the Good Samaritan. The story is a radical one, for it comes to focus on the 
question of who my “neighbor” is. That neighbor is not identified with any 
group , but rathe r by the scope of our compassion. 

Love God  

What does it mean to love God with all our heart, being, 
strength, and mind? We turn our hearts to God in prayer, 
quiet moments of refection, and participation in the Mass 
and sacraments. Our whole being may turn to the Lord in 
trust in the midst of troubled times or when we need cour-
age. We find strength to live as Christ’s people, even when 
faced with the questions, doubts, and derision of others. We 
may turn to the Lord with our mind as we prayerfully read 
sacred scripture and learn more fully the teaching of the 
Church. All of these things point to a singular desire to 
know God deeply. The love we have for God is, after all, a 
reflection of the great love God has for each of us.  

Love neighbor  

Jesus’ parable of the Good Samaritan points to the impact our 
love of God is to have in our lives. The priest and Levite were 
more concerned with observing the letter of the law rather than 
living its essence. The Samaritan found himself unable to pass 
by without coming to the traveler’s aid. Who are the travelers 
whom we meet? What is our response? Are we so filled with the 
love of God that we cannot ignore the suffering of hunger or 
homelessness, the needs of the lonely and sick? Loving God 
necessitates loving our neighbor. We cannot have one without 
the other. Jesus shows us that the love we are to share is selfless, 
sacrificial. The Samaritan not only cared for the traveler’s 
wounds, but took him to find shelter and paid for his care. He 
went the extra mile on the journey of faith. Who is your neighbor 
today? How will you love him or her? 



 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, July 9 (St. Lawrence)                                               
5:00 pm: + Hubert Frerich by George & Doris Schwartz 
6:30 pm: + Ryder Gass by David & Belinda Weishuhn 
     (In Spanish)  

Sunday, July 10 (St. Thomas, St. Lawrence, St. Paschal)                                
8:00 am: + Arnold Matthiesen by Gary & Janice Durham 
10:00 am: + Hubert Lange by Rory & Tibby Niehues 
12:30 pm: For all parishioners   

Monday, July 11 (St. Lawrence) 
8:00 am: + Ernestine Lange by Harold & Ann Hoelscher 

Tuesday, July 12 (St. Lawrence) (St. Thomas)                         
7:00 am: + Jerline Frysak  
       by Dennis & Janet Minzenmayer  
8:00 am + Louis Kadlacek by Sheryl Wilson 

Wednesday, July 13 (St. Lawrence) 
8:00 am: + Nita Lange by Shaye & Morgan Martin                     
7:00 pm: +Clifford & Joyce Hoelscher by Helen Glass           
     (In Spanish)  

Thursday, July 14 (St. Lawrence) (St. Thomas) 
7:00 am: + Jerome Hoelscher  
       by Gregory & Deborah Simons                                                                                    
8:00 am:+ Edith Renner by Russ & Rachael Eggemeyer 

Friday, July 15  (St. Lawrence)                                                                                                                             
8:00 am: + Thomas Strube by Pat & Rose Pelzel 

Saturday, July 16 (St. Lawrence)                                               
5:00 pm: + Bill Schraeder by Roland & Joyce Halfmann 
6:30 pm: + Sherline Strube  
      by Leroy & Valeria Hoelscher  (In Spanish)  

Sunday, July 17 (St. Thomas, St. Lawrence, St. Paschal)                                
8:00 am: + Mary Ann Pelzel by Billy & Diane Eggemeyer 
10:00 am: Living & Deceased members of Catholic Life       
      Br# 146 
12:30 pm: For all parishioners   

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 

 On a summer day, with the windows open, we 
may hear the sound of church bells. Bells seem to 
have come into church life in Irish monasteries around 
the seventh century, and spread around the Christian 
world by Irish monks on missionary journeys. By the 
eighth century, bells were standard equipment in even 
small parish churches. An ancient ceremony, once 
called the “baptism of the bells,” recognizes that the 
church bell has a voice to call people to awareness 
and summon them to worship, and even bestows a 
name on the bell. 

 In a world without clocks or watches, the bell had 
an indispensable role. For calling monks in from the 
fields for prayer, or alerting far‑flung visitors, the 
bell’s voice was enhanced by hoisting it high into a 
tower. Soon it was learned that the sound of several 
bells clanging together in harmony imparted a sense 
of joy to great celebrations, and bell towers prospered, 
some chock full of bells. Different combinations of 
rings could indicate a death, a Mass, a wedding, a fast 
day, the curfew at the end of day, and the Angelus. 
Before electricity, bell-ringing was hard work indeed: 
the biggest bell in the Catholic world, in Cologne, 
Germany, weighs twenty‑seven tons! There’s no sub-
stitute for the resonant roar of a mighty bell; electric 
chimes are not eligible for blessing! 

—James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

TRADICIONES DE NUESTRA FE 

 Desde 1913, en la ciudad de Puntarenas, Costa 
Rica, la Virgen del Carmen es reconocida como la 
Virgen del Mar. En aquel año un barco llamado el Ga-
lileo naufraga en una tempestad y el pueblo angustia-
do por sus seres queridos recurrió al templo de la Vir-
gen para pedir auxilio. Algunos días después todos los 
tripulantes fueron rescatados y llevados a Puntarenas. 
Según los tripulantes, mientras las lluvias y vientos 
amenazaban al Galileo una mujer los animó a que se 
echasen al agua y nadaran a tierra firme. Allí ella los 
alimentó y los acompañó hasta que fueron rescatados. 

 Llenos de alegría, el pueblo llevó a los rescatados 
a la iglesia para dar gracias. Estos reconocieron a la 
Virgen del Carmen como la mujer que los había ayu-
dado. Desde entonces el sábado más cercano al 16 de 
julio, el pueblo celebra en grande la fiesta del Carmen 
con grandes desfiles de barcos y yates. Entre música y 
fuegos artificiales los costarricenses vienen en embar-
caciones adornadas desde toda la nación a celebrar 
con la Virgen del Mar que también se encuentra en 
una embarcación. 

       —Fray Gilberto Cavazos-Glz, OFM, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Cristo . . . es también la cabeza del cuerpo, 
que es la Iglesia. — Colosenses 1:15, 18 

Parish Office: 432-397-2300 

Bulletin Email: stlawrence@sanangelodiocese.org 
Website: www.stlawrencecatholicchurch.com 
Face Book Page: St. Lawrence Catholic Church   
Hall Booking: Brandon Dieringer 432-268-3083 
For Funeral Needs: In the event of a death in the 
family, please contact Fr. Perm @ 432-397-2300. 

POPE’S PRAYER INTENSION FOR JULY 

Elderly 

We pray for the elderly, who represent the roots and 
memory of a people; may their experience and wis-
dom help young people to look towards the future 
with hope and responsibility. 

mailto:stlawrence@sanangelodiocese.org
http://www.stlawrencecatholicchurch.com


 15th Sunday of Ordinary Time 

The opposite of love is 
not hate. It's apathy: 
ignoring a need, not 
caring, and doing 
nothing when there is 
some-thing we can do 
to relieve the suffer-
ing. In Luke 10:25-37, 
Jesus uses the Parable 
of the Good Samaritan 
to explain that if we 
love God with our 
whole heart, our 
whole being, our 
whole strength, and 
our whole mind, we 
naturally care about 
other people, even 
those who are 
strangers, even those 
whom we're "not sup-
posed to" like, and 
even when it costs us 
something personally.  

Many of the problems 
that exist in our world 
today are allowed to 
continue because too 
many of us Christians 
–we who through 
Christ have the power 
to change the world – 

do not care enough to sacrifice our time and person-
al agendas to get involved. Much of the suffering 
that's endured in our families and workplaces and 
parishes would be stopped or relieved if enough 
Christians loved God enough to care about others 
enough to risk the cost of intervening.  

How much do you love God? The answer lies in 
how much you're willing to sacrifice for the sake of 
loving others, which is the definition of love that 
Jesus taught us with this parable and with his life.  

None of us love God perfectly yet. Purgatory will be 

a time of painfully 
regretting our lack 
of love, while ea-
gerly improving 
our love for others 
so we can enter 
into the fullness of 
God’s love in heav-
en. Until then, we 
have daily opportu-

nities, here and now, to purify our lives less painful-
ly. Daily we're given tests to improve how well we 
love others.  

So daily ask the Holy Spirit, your source of holi-
ness, to help you become more like Christ. Ask the 
Holy Spirit to help you love all others as Christ 
loves them.  

By doing this spiritual exercise consistently, you 
will receive a new joy and an enlivened passion in 
dealing with others. You will feel greater love for 
God and you will experience his love for you much 
more intimately.  

Reflect & Discuss:  

1.Whom do you pass by and ignore when you see 
suffering? Is there anyone you've recently walked 
away from because you didn't want to give up 
something (perhaps your time, pride, prejudice, 
feeling of inadequacy, resentment or unfor-
giveness)? Take it to the Sacrament of Confession 
to receive God's help in loving others more fully. 

2.Name a "Good Samaritan" you know or have read 
about. What did this person give up to serve others? 
How do such people find the ability to love so well? 

3.Describe a situation you've witnessed where apa-
thy has contributed to someone's suffering. How 
could love make a difference? 

Christ Jesus . . . is the head of the body,  
the church. 

— Colossians 1:15, 18 

Deuteronomy 30:10-14  
Psalm 19:8-11  

Colossians 1:15-20  
Luke 10:25-37  

Monday July 11  
St. Benedict  

Isaiah 1:10-17  
Ps 50:8-9,16-17,21,23  
Matthew 10:34 -- 11:1  

Tuesday July 12  
Isaiah 7:1-9  

Ps 48:2-8  
Matthew 11:20-24  

Wednesday July 13  
Isaiah 10:5-7,13b-16  

Ps 94:5-10,14-15  
Matthew 11:25-27  

Thursday July 14  
St. Kateri Tekakwitha  
Isaiah 26:7-9,11,16-19  

Ps 102:13-21  
Matthew 11:28-30  

Friday July 15  
St. Bonaventure  

Isaiah 38:1-8,21-22  
Is 38:10-12,16  

Matthew 12:1-8  

Saturday July 16  
Micah 2:1-5  

Ps 10:1-4,7-8,14  
Matthew 12:14-21 

 © 2022 by Terry Modica ▪ Catholic Digital Resources: catholicdr.com ▪ Reprinted by license. 



VIVIR LOS MANDAMIENTOS DE DIOS 

La primera lec-
tura forma parte 
del discurso de 
despedida de 
Moisés, un 
llamado al pueblo 
a volver a Dios. 
No es un mandato 
legalista sino más 
bien un ruego al 
corazón y al al-
ma. Esboza un 
mandamiento que 
no es imposible 

seguir ni muy difícil de cumplir, ni muy costoso. Miren 
en sus corazón, dice Moisés; y sabrán que hacer.  

Pablo ve a Jesucristo como la imagen de Dios, el agente 
de la creación y de la preservación. Detectamos, en sus 
palabras, cosas profundas: “gobiernos, autoridades, po-
deres y fuerzas sobrenaturales”. Pero en medio de todo 
esto, Pablo mantiene su atención en Jesucristo, cabeza de 
la Iglesia. Es en Cristo que encontramos satisfacción y 
reconciliación –por su sangre derramada en la cruz.  

El Evangelio de Lucas ilustra el doble mandamiento del 
amor con la historia del Buen Samaritano. La historia es 
radical porque enfoca la pregunta ¿Quién es mi 
“prójimo”? Ese prójimo no se identifica con ningún 
grupo sino más bien por el alcance de nuestra com-
pasión. 

Copyright © J. S. Paluch 

Diocese of San Angelo 
Annual Honduras Collection 

July 17, 2022 
     The annual special collection for our partner Dio-
ceses of San Pedro Sula and Le Ceiba and its parishes 
is an expression of our solidarity with our fellow 
Catholics in Honduras.  

     It was in September, 2011 that the Covenant of the  
Hermanamiento was signed in San Angelo by repre-
sentatives of the Dioceses of San Pedro Sula and San 
Angelo. On that day in our history, this small step in 
international relations and peacemaking was taken, 
through the grace of God. These 21 years have been a 
beautiful time of getting to know one another, grow-
ing in respect and love, praying for one another and 
learning from each other. The collection will assist the 
Honduran dioceses and its parishes to continue to 
serve their people for the sake of Christ.  Please be 
generous! 

Vocation Cross/Chalice 

Pray for  Seminarians,  Bishops, Priests, Deacons &            
all religious. also pray for more vocations to the 
priesthood, religious life.     

July 10 
St. Lawrence –James & Kay Donna Machicek 
St. Thomas –  Russ Eggemeyer Family 

July 17 
St. Lawrence– Ross Womack Family 
St. Thomas– Cody Wilson Family 

July Worklist   

Jose & Lilia Mendoza- Ch  David & Belinda 

Weishuhn, Jeremy & Mikela Gully, Duke & Donna 

Goodwin,    Hugo & Ana Almazan, Dylan Jansa, 

Mike & Diane Schwertner, Frank & Nancy Zuniga , 

Jason & Amanda Flores, Pat & Rose Pelzel, Andres 

& Isaura Huerta,  Richard & Dinette Watkins, Norma 

Alvarado, Allan & Kristy Fuchs,  Kevin & Linda Hirt,              

Darrell & Danielle Halfmann 

Having Computer & Internet Issues? 

 

 

Do you know that Fr. Prem is a computer Tech? If 
you are experiencing issues with your computer or 
your internet, give Father Prem a call. Father is very 
versed in working with computers and the internet, 
and may able to resolve the problem. He also repairs 
and upgrades computers. 

Father also recycles older gadgets. It does not hurt to 
ask him for advise. 

Happy Birthdays and Anniversaries 

St. Lawrence  

Birthdays: Larry Bradford, Ty Halfmann, Deacon 
Joel Gutierrez, Ryan Halfmann and Karla Hoelscher 

Anniversaries: Justin & Amy Schwartz and      
Wayne & Audrey Davis 

St. Thomas  

Birthdays: None 

Anniversaries: None 

St. Lawrence Church Ministries 

Saturday, July 16                         
 Sacristan: Mitchell Jansa  
 Readers: Volunteers           
 Eucharistic Ministers: Volunteers 

Sunday, July 17      
 Sacristan: Chris Matschek   
 Readers: Volunteers                                           
 Eucharistic Ministers: Volunteers  



"I got something for 
you." Perhaps I blushed a 
little.  

"What?"  

I handed him the pre-
cious agate. He dropped 
his books in joy. "What a 
beaut!" he exclaimed and 
we went to school arm in 
arm, my friend, who was 
no longer an enemy, and 
I.  

Of course I had to tell Father Grady all about it. 
"God doesn't love mean boys," he said gravely. I knew I 
would never hit anyone again.  

But I did hurt someone – the man who loved me 
most. It was a festive day, the day of the fair, in our vil-
lage. Every man except one was dressed in his best. 
There were speeches and popcorn and music and fire-
works. I was standing with two eighth grade classmates 
and my father came along. He had on overalls. I was 
ashamed of him. Every man in a white shirt and straw 
hat except my father! I wished he would pass me by, 
but he didn't. He was proud of me. “Hello, son,” he 
said. 

"Why didn't you dress up for the fair?" I said 
cruelly, and turned away.  

That night Mother took me aside. "You made 
your father feel very bad," she said. "He couldn't dress 
up because he had to work. He has to work to buy you 
clothes and send you to school. We are poor, you know. 
Now tell him you're sorry."  

"Mom," I said, "I can't. But I am sorry. And if 
you let me alone, I'll show him I'm sorry."  

Those were precious dollars my father stored 
away for my brother and me. Most of them went for 
doctor and undertaker bills when my brother died. Part 
of me died with him – and part of Dad too.  

"We must work on," I overheard him tell Moth-
er, until Joseph gets through school."  

Only after my brother's death did I wake up to 
the depth of my parents' love.  

While I did many thoughtless and foolish things 
in college, there is one memory which, above others, 
oppresses me. I was guilty of incredible meanness to a 
friend and classmate who had trained hard and strug-
gled manfully to get his letter in track. The day of our 
final meet came. I was determined to let him win this 
event if no rival from another college intervened. We 
ran the 440-yard dash neck and neck. I know how much 
a varsity letter meant to my teammate and winning this 
race meant such a reward. Ten yards from the tape 
something went berserk within me and I pulled ahead. 
A more disappointed youth than my friend I never saw. 
"I'm sorry," I said, "I really wanted you to win. I didn't 
mean to do what I did."  

"I guess you had to," he admitted – " but I did 
want that letter."  

Perhaps he has forgotten – and forgiven me. I 
can't say how much that memory of selfishness has 
taunted me throughout the intervening years.  

Every day seemed a warfare during those pas-
sionate years I was becoming a man. Everywhere I 
seemed exposed to evil. I was bewildered, confused, 
often in dark despair. One hand only helped me – that 
of my pastor, Father Grady.  

"Don't worry about temptations which come 
naturally at your age in life," he pleaded. "Thank God 
you're a man with all the powers of a man. Save them 
and respect them that you may be a man after Christ's 
own heart."  

I shudder to think how close I came to sin. But, 
as God is my witness, I did not commit overt sin. To 
me that is a miracle. But at times I felt I was doomed, 
doomed to hell for filthy thoughts and desires.  

"Is he alive?" Why yes, you with the stetho-
scope, I am alive. I have never been quite so much alive 
in all my life. Before you arose this day, I took a walk 
with God. I heard Him rustling in the garden outside 
and we watered the morning glories in my window with 
dew, then we pulled up the grasses and roses a bit so 
that some blind mortals might see God living in them. I 
was never more alive to God than when He came in the 
form of a host a little while later. And we talked and 
talked – only no one would, I feel, understand our con-
versation.           

 (To be continued next week …...) 

The Priestly Heart 
The last Chapter in the Life of an Old-Young Priest 

By The Right Reverend Maurice S. Sheehy 



The Journey of Faith begins with your questions. 

What is faith? How does faith grow?  

What do Catholics believe and why is it different from other faith traditions? 

How different is it really? 

Classes for the Christian Initiation of Adults are available for anyone who 
wants to learn more about the Catholic faith. The process begins with an 
“Inquiry” period, when questions lead to exploration. Drop in – no obliga-
tion, no commitment, no pressure – at our Q&A sessions. 

The second phase is the “Catechumenate” period for those who are 
interested in becoming fully Catholic. Classes end in the "Mystagogy" 
period, with a focus on how to identify God’s special calling and pur-
pose for your life. 

When: To Be Announced. 
Where: St. Lawrence Catholic Church 

If you’d like to take this journey of faith, call the RCIA Director: Karla Hoelscher, Ph.: 432-268-3891 

Already Catholic? 

If you love your faith and would like to help mentor someone on their journey, 
please sign up to become a sponsor or join the RCIA Team. 

 

Join the CIA 
(Christian Initiation of Adults) 

 

Look! 
You can make a difference in someone’s faith … 

Be part of the team. 
 

We need: 
Sponsors • Hospitality • Refreshments Crafts and Environment • Catechists 

Help someone find their way  
into the fullness of life in the Catholic Church 

 
Contact RCIA Director 

Karla Hoelscher 

for information about our classes for Christian Initiation of Adults Ph.: 432-268-3891 




